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This application form is online at www.rtachicago.org/
applications. You may submit the form by email to  
applications@rtachicago.org. Please submit  
one application per project as a PDF package.  
Please avoid submitting multiple PDFs for the  
same application. 

TYPE OF APPLICANT 

  Local Government
 Multijurisdictional group*
   Nongovernmental organization* 

Please list the members of the group (including 
government and nongovernmental organizations):

*Applications submitted by multijurisdictional groups
and nongovernmental organizations must include
a letter indicating support from each relevant local
government. See the FAQs for more information.
Nongovernmental applicants are strongly encouraged
to contact CMAP or the RTA prior to submitting their
application to discuss their project and the demon-
stration of local support.

Applicant

Main Contact of Application

Name:

Title:

Phone:

Email:

Name:

APPLICATION FORM

RTA Community Planning Program and 
CMAP Local Technical Assistance Program

Deadline: Noon on Friday, October 26, 2018

(please check all that apply)

http://www.rtachicago.org/applications
http://www.rtachicago.org/applications


1. Project Location. Please provide a brief description of the location of your project. You may include a map if
that helps to describe location, but this is not required. If your project helps to implement a past plan, please
include a link to that plan.
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2. Project Description. Please tell us what you would like to do in your community, and what assistance is 
needed. If you have more than one idea, please submit a separate application for each project. Please be specific, 
but also brief (less than two pages per project idea)—we simply want to have a basic understanding of what 
you want to do. For plan updates please tell us how you will be building upon (or replacing) the previous work. 
Program staff will follow-up with you if we need any additional information to fully understand your proposed 
project. (Please limit your responses to 6000 characters including spaces).
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2. Project Description (continued)



11

3. Additional Strategic Partnerships. Please list any additional partners you may want to include in this planning 
project, and specify if you have made contact with them in advance of submitting this application. (Please limit 
your response to 1400 characters).

PLAN CHARACTERISTICS
My project involves: 

 The preparation of a plan.
 Updating an existing plan. 
 Implementation of a previous plan.
  My project has direct relevance to public  
transit and supports the use of the existing 
transit system.
  My project is not directly related to  
transportation or land use, but addresses  
ON TO 2050 and/or Invest In Transit in  
other ways.

ON TO 2050 ALIGNMENT  
(Please check all that apply) 

 Inclusive Growth
 Prioritized Investment
 Resilience

RTA INVEST IN TRANSIT ALIGNMENT 
(please check all that apply)

 Deliver Value on our transit investments
 Build on the strengths of the transit network
 Keep transit competitive
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	government and nongovernmental organizations 1: City of Aurora
	Title: Downtown Development Coordinator
	Applicant: City of Aurora
	Main Contact of Application: Don Hughes
	Phone: 630-256-3102
	Email: donaldhughes@aurora-il.org
	Check Box5: Yes
	Check Box6: Off
	Check Box7: Off
	Project Location: The project will be focused on a one-quarter to one-half mile radius around the Aurora Transportation Center.
	Project Description: Beginning in 2015, CMAP’s LTA program kicked off an update to the Seize the Future Master Plan (2005). In late 2017, the City of Aurora adopted the plan, and is now implementing many of the recommendations set forth. Many of the key elements of the plan called for improving walkability, bikability, and transit access. Additionally, the plan recommends that the City identifies opportunities for infill housing and jobs through the revitalization of key areas. Moreover, the plan highlighted the fact that significant portions of downtown Aurora are located in floodplains. To support the implementation of the Downtown Master Plan, the City of Aurora Economic Development and Planning Division is requesting CMAP’s assistance in completing a transit-oriented development plan focused around the Aurora Transportation Center (ATC). By combining infrastructure improvements and land use regulations, the City can ensure that new development near the ATC maximizes transit usage, promotes infill and mixed income housing, mitigates flooding risk, and provides access to recreation. The TOD plan would also maximize access to and utilization of the CMAQ-funded pedestrian bridge, which will be completed in 2020. Specifically, the plan recommends the following strategies: Target infrastructural and aesthetic improvements to enhance the sense of place Public and private infrastructure improvements can create a sense of place. Focusing higher density development near key locations, such as the Aurora Transportation Center, will add more people and jobs to these prioritized corridors and give visitors a sense that they are entering an important part of town. In addition to the added density of housing and mixed uses in the downtown fringe, the improvements to major corridors should include streetscaping and lighting enhancements.Identify and support key sites for the construction of new higher density residential developmentFocusing on the fringe of downtown is important because there are fewer bulk and density restrictions, more open spaces, and fewer historic structures in these areas. There are several redevelopment opportunities and underdeveloped sites throughout the study area. Specific locations include the East Bank site along South Broadway, parcels in close proximity to the Aurora Transportation Center, and parcels on the west bank of the river along River Street near the future pedestrian bridge. These parcels, especially those which are owned or controlled by the City, should be actively marketed. Utilizing city-owned parcels can make new residential development financially viable in the short term, which could stimulate interest in other key sites in the long term.Provide and enhance river and riparian habitat to create a wildlife friendly environmentImproved habitat within the river and along the riverfront will contribute to an enhanced wildlife population, which is a draw for wildlife enthusiasts, anglers, and bird watchers. Strategically located overlooks and benches and informative signage can support this type of recreational activity. Natural areas should be restored and maintained to provide habitat for birds and other wildlife. Efforts to improve the habitat for wildlife will also help mitigate flooding; the use of native plants along the river and removal of invasive plants should encouraged. Elimination of pesticide use, minimizing leaf and log clearing, and reducing lawn area should be done where practicable. A Comprehensive Land Use and Downzoning Study of the properties along the river should be done with a goal to provide for redevelopment while creating more habitat and restoration of the floodplain. In addition to supporting the implementation of the Downtown Master Plan, a TOD Plan for the Aurora Transportation Center is consistent with the goals and strategies set forth in OnTo2050. Much of the core of the City of Aurora, and all of Downtown Aurora falls into either an economically disconnected area, a disinvested area or both. The plan would be consistent with many of OnTo2050 recommendations, primarily the recommendations listed below:• Invest in disinvested areas• Prioritize pathways for upward economic mobility• Leverage the transportation network to promote inclusive growth• Make transit more competitive• Improve commute options between disinvested areas and employment, education and training, and service opportunities• Align local economic development planning with regional goals• Reduce flood risk to people and assets• Protect and enhance the integrity of aquatic systems
	1_4: 
	your responses to 200 words 1: City of Aurora Staff will engage with many of the City's partners, if selected. However, the organizations listed below are the most likely to be impacted by a TOD plan. The City has ongoing and strong working relationships with these organizations.Fox Valley Park DistrictFox Metro Water Reclamation DistrictAurora Civic Center Authority
	Preparation of plan: Off
	Inclusive growth: Yes
	Updating an existing plan: Yes
	Prioritized Investment: Yes
	Implementation of a previous plan: Yes
	Resilience: Yes
	public transit: Yes
	not public transit: Off
	transit investments: Yes
	transit network: Yes
	competitive: Yes


