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This application form is online at www.rtachicago.org/
applications. You may submit the form by email to  
applications@rtachicago.org. Please submit  
one application per project as a PDF package.  
Please avoid submitting multiple PDFs for the  
same application. 

TYPE OF APPLICANT 

  Local Government
 Multijurisdictional group*
   Nongovernmental organization* 

Please list the members of the group (including 
government and nongovernmental organizations):

*Applications submitted by multijurisdictional groups
and nongovernmental organizations must include
a letter indicating support from each relevant local
government. See the FAQs for more information.
Nongovernmental applicants are strongly encouraged
to contact CMAP or the RTA prior to submitting their
application to discuss their project and the demon-
stration of local support.

Applicant

Main Contact of Application

Name:

Title:

Phone:

Email:

Name:

APPLICATION FORM

RTA Community Planning Program and 
CMAP Local Technical Assistance Program

Deadline: Noon on Friday, October 26, 2018

(please check all that apply)

http://www.rtachicago.org/applications
http://www.rtachicago.org/applications


1. Project Location. Please provide a brief description of the location of your project. You may include a map if
that helps to describe location, but this is not required. If your project helps to implement a past plan, please
include a link to that plan.
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2. Project Description. Please tell us what you would like to do in your community, and what assistance is
needed. If you have more than one idea, please submit a separate application for each project. Please be specific,
but also brief (less than two pages per project idea)—we simply want to have a basic understanding of what
you want to do. For plan updates please tell us how you will be building upon (or replacing) the previous work.
Program staff will follow-up with you if we need any additional information to fully understand your proposed
project. (Please limit your responses to 6000 characters including spaces).
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2. Project Description (continued)
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3. Additional Strategic Partnerships. Please list any additional partners you may want to include in this planning 
project, and specify if you have made contact with them in advance of submitting this application. (Please limit 
your response to 1400 characters).

PLAN CHARACTERISTICS
My project involves: 

 The preparation of a plan.
 Updating an existing plan. 
 Implementation of a previous plan.
  My project has direct relevance to public  
transit and supports the use of the existing 
transit system.
  My project is not directly related to  
transportation or land use, but addresses  
ON TO 2050 and/or Invest In Transit in  
other ways.

ON TO 2050 ALIGNMENT  
(Please check all that apply) 

 Inclusive Growth
 Prioritized Investment
 Resilience

RTA INVEST IN TRANSIT ALIGNMENT 
(please check all that apply)

 Deliver Value on our transit investments
 Build on the strengths of the transit network
 Keep transit competitive
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	government and nongovernmental organizations 1: The only member of this group is the Village of Beach Park
	Title: Village Administrator
	Applicant: Village of Beach Park
	Main Contact of Application: Jon Kindseth
	Phone: 847-246-6016
	Email: jon.kindseth@villageofbeachpark.com
	Check Box5: Yes
	Check Box6: Off
	Check Box7: Off
	Project Location: This project is a recommendation that was delineated in the CMAP developed Planning Priorities Report for the Village of Beach Park July 2017. A link to the report is www.villageofbeachpark.com. Section 4 recommendations for Future Planning Projects starts on Page 54 of the report. The report has indicated that based on key findings from the challenges and opportunities assessment, three key topics emerged as priority recommendation areas to be addressed in the planning priorities report  and one of three is creating strategic transportation connections. One of the objectives of that recommendation is to complete a Metra Station Checklist. 
	Project Description: The Village of Beach Park is moving forward with our commitment to the 2017 Planning Priorities Report for the Village of Beach Park as developed by CMAP under an LTA Grant.  One of the three key topics that emerged as a priority recommendation area to be addressed in the report was creating strategic transportation connections. The fourth sub issue that was indicated in the recommendation was to complete a Metra Station Checklist. This would entail conducting a feasibility study for the placement of a commuter rail station along the Union Pacific-North (UP-N) line between the City of Waukegan and the City of Zion.  This feasibility study does meet the priorities as indicated in the On To 2050 Plan. This study would impact the Disinvested Areas, Resilience, Inclusive Growth, Community, Prosperity, Mobility and Prioritized Investment. Thus our project is a feasibility study for the placement of a commuter rail station on the UP-N line. The Village of Beach Park is a community that is located in northeastern Lake County and is situated between the Cities of Zion and Waukegan on the north and south respectively, the Village of Wadsworth to the west and the Illinois Beach State Park along the shores of Lake Michigan to the east.  The Village has a population of over 13,638. The population in the Village grew 35.4% over a period of 10 years (2000-2010).  The Village is the gateway to the Illinois Beach State Park which boasts over 1.3 million visitors a year to the Park.  The Village of Beach Park has no local property tax. The Village relies primarily on state revenues.  These funds include disbursements of income and motor fuel tax revenue. The Village does levy a utility tax and those funds are currently used for infrastructure purposes. There are four tax increment financing districts in the Village. The Village does not provide for Fire, EMS, Police or library. Those services are provided by special service districts. The Village is 29 years old and has always had a balanced budget.  Beach Park maintains more than one year’s budget in reserve. The purpose of the project is to provide a feasibility study for the placement of a commuter rail station along the Union Pacific-North line which extends from the City of Chicago to Kenosha Wisconsin.  Years ago, there was a commuter rail station in the Village of Beach Park. For reasons unknown, the station and stop was removed from the line. That left a gap between the Cities of Waukegan and Zion. It also left no access to the Illinois Beach State Park for those reverse commuters who would want to use the amenities of the Park. There is not only a strong desire in the community for a commuter station but also in order to provide the connectivity to the State Park and for transit oriented development along the Sheridan Road corridor from Greenwood Avenue in Waukegan to 33rd Street in Zion. The On To 2050 Plan indicates inclusive growth and that long term regional prosperity requires economic opportunity for all residents and communities. The Village of Beach Park is located in areas that are both disinvested and economically disconnected. The charts in the plan show this. Studies have indicated that commuter rail stations increase growth in housing and businesses located within walking distance. The Village is basically a community of residential rooftops. Business growth has been slow and  job diversity causes residents and those who live in the area to drive or find other transportation means to where the jobs are located. If the economic opportunities that surround a commuter rail station are provided, it would provide for greater prosperity regardless of race or ethnicity and would help to prevent a sluggish economy . This would also help to alleviate inequities in economic successes, health and overall quality of life. The study would also cover Resilience in the On To 2050 Plan. One aspect of this priority is to have our communities be better able to prepare for and recover from potential impacts. It will account for these types of situations and it also will account for those events that may cause roadways to be shut down such as extreme heat, weather events and bridge failures. Additionally continued access to transportation systems, even during catastrophic or events that over tax the existing infrastructure, can provide for those disadvantaged individuals continued employment in the workforce through continued mobility.Prioritized Investment is also recognized as being addressed through this request. The study will either verify or dispel whether resources that would be expended on a commuter rail station would benefit the mobility of persons in this region, mobility to State Park utilization and improve the already low economy in this region and improve the quality of life as indicated in Inclusive Growth. This would help to coordinate the transportation link to housing and other public expenditures in the region.The plan of creating and sustaining vibrant communities can help the region compete and thrive. This is written in the Community priority section. A potential commuter rail station in this area will improve the mobility and promote economic development in the corridors near the rail station. There is a lot of available property for business developments, mixed use developments and housing developments. Additionally, it also may bring more users to the Illinois Beach State Park.  The job and economic growth is sorely needed in this area. The housing choices for will also be available for all persons. This also covers the priority of Prosperity. It has been mentioned previously how the economic outlook typically increases around commuter rail stations and it also provides more opportunities for work and workforce creation and development. There are issues that the CMAP Planning Priorities report indicates should be included in the study. They are available and the study should also incorporate the input from IDNR and METRA
	1_4: 
	your responses to 200 words 1: This feasibility study should include participation and or information from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources as a commuter rail station in this area will be a very large benefit to the users of the Illinois Beach State Park and Metra would be a key stakeholder in the feasibility and ultimately the operational plan if it is warranted. The Union Pacific is a stakeholder also and should be included. While prior discussion with IDNR and also Metra has been informal, they do know of our intentions with this request. 
	Preparation of plan: Yes
	Inclusive growth: Yes
	Updating an existing plan: Off
	Prioritized Investment: Yes
	Implementation of a previous plan: Off
	Resilience: Yes
	public transit: Off
	not public transit: Off
	transit investments: Off
	transit network: Yes
	competitive: Off


