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This application form is online at www.rtachicago.org/
applications. You may submit the form by email to  
applications@rtachicago.org. Please submit  
one application per project as a PDF package.  
Please avoid submitting multiple PDFs for the  
same application. 

TYPE OF APPLICANT 

  Local Government
 Multijurisdictional group*
   Nongovernmental organization* 

Please list the members of the group (including 
government and nongovernmental organizations):

*Applications submitted by multijurisdictional groups
and nongovernmental organizations must include
a letter indicating support from each relevant local
government. See the FAQs for more information.
Nongovernmental applicants are strongly encouraged
to contact CMAP or the RTA prior to submitting their
application to discuss their project and the demon-
stration of local support.

Applicant

Main Contact of Application

Name:

Title:

Phone:

Email:

Name:

APPLICATION FORM

RTA Community Planning Program and 
CMAP Local Technical Assistance Program

Deadline: Noon on Friday, October 26, 2018

(please check all that apply)

http://www.rtachicago.org/applications
http://www.rtachicago.org/applications


1. Project Location. Please provide a brief description of the location of your project. You may include a map if
that helps to describe location, but this is not required. If your project helps to implement a past plan, please
include a link to that plan.
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2. Project Description. Please tell us what you would like to do in your community, and what assistance is 
needed. If you have more than one idea, please submit a separate application for each project. Please be specific, 
but also brief (less than two pages per project idea)—we simply want to have a basic understanding of what 
you want to do. For plan updates please tell us how you will be building upon (or replacing) the previous work. 
Program staff will follow-up with you if we need any additional information to fully understand your proposed 
project. (Please limit your responses to 6000 characters including spaces).
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2. Project Description (continued)
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3. Additional Strategic Partnerships. Please list any additional partners you may want to include in this planning 
project, and specify if you have made contact with them in advance of submitting this application. (Please limit 
your response to 1400 characters).

PLAN CHARACTERISTICS
My project involves: 

 The preparation of a plan.
 Updating an existing plan. 
 Implementation of a previous plan.
  My project has direct relevance to public  
transit and supports the use of the existing 
transit system.
  My project is not directly related to  
transportation or land use, but addresses  
ON TO 2050 and/or Invest In Transit in  
other ways.

ON TO 2050 ALIGNMENT  
(Please check all that apply) 

 Inclusive Growth
 Prioritized Investment
 Resilience

RTA INVEST IN TRANSIT ALIGNMENT 
(please check all that apply)

 Deliver Value on our transit investments
 Build on the strengths of the transit network
 Keep transit competitive
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	government and nongovernmental organizations 1: 
	Title: Community Development Director
	Applicant: Village of Cary
	Main Contact of Application: Brian Simmons
	Phone: 847.474.8073
	Email: bsimmons@caryillinois.com
	Check Box5: Yes
	Check Box6: Off
	Check Box7: Off
	Project Location: The proposed project location is centered within the downtown of the Village of Cary.  The project will provide a transit-oriented development plan for the community.  It will focus on a planning area generally located within a half mile of the Cary Metra transit station with particular attention given to properties located within the first quarter mile.  The project will focus on future land use or infrastructure improvements that would help to strengthen the inner core of the community and encourage private reinvestment.  Downtown Cary consists primarily of commercial buildings 1 to 2 stories in height that were constructed in the early 1900’s.  The downtown core is surrounded by single-family neighborhoods with a few infill single-family attached developments.  Downtown Cary is relatively stable with the majority of commercial activity occurring to the south of the Metra Station.  However, overall the Village has seen limited reinvestment (i.e. new development) occur within this area and the proposed project will focus on ways to encourage future transit oriented and commercial development.
	Project Description: Building upon the directives of the Village’s Comprehensive Plan (adopted January 2015) the proposed downtown transit-oriented development plan will provide a more in-depth and focused vision for downtown Cary and the immediate surrounding area.  While growth has always been desired, the area has suffered from a lack of a strong unified vision which has led to limited new investment.The existing downtown core is stabilized on the south side of the Union Pacific Northwest Line (Cary Metra stop) with new businesses investing in vacant spaces over the past five years.  Currently this portion of the downtown is near full occupancy with primarily service oriented and office uses.  Some properties include residential units on a second story but overall there is a limited number of dwelling units within the core area.  While relatively stable this area has only experienced reinvestment within existing spaces and no new development over the past ten years.  With the age and size of existing structures future uses are limited in both scope and scale.  Additionally, a large portion of the southern study area is dedicated to surface parking lots for Metra commuters of the Northwest service line.The north side of the railroad tracks tells a different story with limited investment within its existing commercial buildings.  These structures include several vacancies and lack adequate public parking.  This portion of the proposed study area lies within a TIF District which was created in 2006 but has experienced limited private investment due to the great recession.  The TIF area also includes the 6.25 acre Veterans Park which also does not adequately tie into the commercial development or adjacent residential areas.  The rear of the commercial properties along Route 14 both face and encroach upon this public property.The plan should focus on the following development topics:• Opportunity Sites – The plan should provide a unique focus for specific sub-areas of the study area and provide specific descriptions, illustrations and character images of the community’s vision for each of these sub-area.  Conceptual building massing, parking layouts and site designs should be incorporated to illustrate how the downtown could be developed in a comprehensive and coordinated manner.• Maplewood School Property – A key opportunity site which should receive additional focus in the plan.  This nearly 16 acre property is owned by the Cary Elementary School District #26 who is interested in selling the site.  The property currently consists of a vacant school, a bus storage lot, and several baseball fields.  A developer has had the property under contract for 18 months but has not submitted a formal plan for consideration by the Village to date.  Development concepts have been discussed preliminarily by the Village Board with mixed reaction.  The proposed plan should focus on how best to redevelop this site based on current public input and feedback from the property owner and Village Board.  The plan should identify how to connect the property to both the downtown and Cary-Algonquin Road corridor.  The plan should identify ways in which improvements or relocation of existing uses on the property could be financed for the betterment of the community.
	1_4: • Downtown Core – The plan should provide directives that embrace the Village’s existing charm and help to market the community center.  The plan should provide guidance for providing additional reasons for visitors to make downtown Cary a destination. • Metra Station – In partnership with Metra the Village of Cary is currently constructing a new transit station on the inbound side of the railroad tracks along Northwest Highway.  This relocation may provide a development opportunity for the area where the existing station building will be removed.  Reconfiguring the Kiss-N-Ride or access aisle may provide opportunities for public gathering spaces or combination with redevelopment of parcels immediately adjacent to this area.  The plan should include recommendations on how best to improve vehicular and pedestrian access to the station.• Streetscape – Identify opportunities to improve the downtown streetscape to provide an inviting and welcoming pedestrian experience with greater curb appeal.  Plan should include ways to increase pedestrian safety within the downtown area and provide safer access to the Metra Train Station.  Plan should include recommendations for increasing mobility choices such as identifying locations for bike parking or other transportation alternatives.• Residential - On average single-family residential land uses are developed within two blocks of the Cary Metra Station.  While an important housing type in the community, the existing development pattern of the downtown area does not provide sufficient density to support the transit station or downtown businesses.  The plan should review ways in which land uses surrounding the downtown core could encourage greater residential density without impacting the character of these neighborhoods.• Wayfinding Signage – The plan should develop a visually attractive and clear wayfinding and signage system which incorporates a recognizable theme which can easily be implemented within the downtown and surrounding area.  The program should be designed to direct motorists, visitors, pedestrians and bicyclists into and around downtown.  The program should be expandable to accommodate future gateway points or destinations.
	your responses to 200 words 1: While a strategic partnership is not proposed for this project, planning efforts should include input from various agencies and government entities that have an interest within the proposed study area.  These include but may not be limited to Cary Elementary School District 26, Metra, Union Pacific, IDOT, McHenry County Department of Transportation, Cary Park District, Cary Fire Protection District, and the Village of Cary.
	Preparation of plan: Yes
	Inclusive growth: Yes
	Updating an existing plan: Off
	Prioritized Investment: Yes
	Implementation of a previous plan: Off
	Resilience: Off
	public transit: Yes
	not public transit: Off
	transit investments: Yes
	transit network: Yes
	competitive: Yes


