
8

This application form is online at www.rtachicago.org/
applications. You may submit the form by email to  
applications@rtachicago.org. Please submit  
one application per project as a PDF package.  
Please avoid submitting multiple PDFs for the  
same application. 

TYPE OF APPLICANT 

  Local Government
 Multijurisdictional group*
   Nongovernmental organization* 

Please list the members of the group (including 
government and nongovernmental organizations):

*Applications submitted by multijurisdictional groups
and nongovernmental organizations must include
a letter indicating support from each relevant local
government. See the FAQs for more information.
Nongovernmental applicants are strongly encouraged
to contact CMAP or the RTA prior to submitting their
application to discuss their project and the demon-
stration of local support.

Applicant

Main Contact of Application

Name:

Title:

Phone:

Email:

Name:

APPLICATION FORM

RTA Community Planning Program and 
CMAP Local Technical Assistance Program

Deadline: Noon on Friday, October 26, 2018

(please check all that apply)

http://www.rtachicago.org/applications
http://www.rtachicago.org/applications


1. Project Location. Please provide a brief description of the location of your project. You may include a map if
that helps to describe location, but this is not required. If your project helps to implement a past plan, please
include a link to that plan.
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2. Project Description. Please tell us what you would like to do in your community, and what assistance is 
needed. If you have more than one idea, please submit a separate application for each project. Please be specific, 
but also brief (less than two pages per project idea)—we simply want to have a basic understanding of what 
you want to do. For plan updates please tell us how you will be building upon (or replacing) the previous work. 
Program staff will follow-up with you if we need any additional information to fully understand your proposed 
project. (Please limit your responses to 6000 characters including spaces).
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2. Project Description (continued)
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3. Additional Strategic Partnerships. Please list any additional partners you may want to include in this planning 
project, and specify if you have made contact with them in advance of submitting this application. (Please limit 
your response to 1400 characters).

PLAN CHARACTERISTICS
My project involves: 

 The preparation of a plan.
 Updating an existing plan. 
 Implementation of a previous plan.
  My project has direct relevance to public  
transit and supports the use of the existing 
transit system.
  My project is not directly related to  
transportation or land use, but addresses  
ON TO 2050 and/or Invest In Transit in  
other ways.

ON TO 2050 ALIGNMENT  
(Please check all that apply) 

 Inclusive Growth
 Prioritized Investment
 Resilience

RTA INVEST IN TRANSIT ALIGNMENT 
(please check all that apply)

 Deliver Value on our transit investments
 Build on the strengths of the transit network
 Keep transit competitive
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	government and nongovernmental organizations 1: Park Forest, ILRichton Park, ILMatteson, ILPace Suburban Bus
	Title: Director of Economic Development & Planning
	Applicant: Villages of Park Forest, Matteson and Richton Park
	Main Contact of Application: Hildy Kingma
	Phone: 708/283-5622 or 708/748-1112
	Email: hkingma@vopf.com
	Check Box5: Off
	Check Box6: Yes
	Check Box7: Off
	Project Location: This project includes the Villages of Park Forest, Matteson, and Richton Park.  These communities are located in the South Suburbs of Chicago, with direct access to the Metra Electric stations at 211th Street, Matteson, and Richton Park.  These communities all have transit oriented development plans, developed with the support of the RTA.  The Villages of Park Forest, Matteson and Olympia Fields worked together to prepare and adopt the 211th Street Metra Station Transit Oriented Development Study (2008) and the 211th Street Metra Station TOD Implementation Study (2012) - http://www.villageofparkforest.com/DocumentCenter/View/1068/211thTODreport101507?bidId= http://www.villageofparkforest.com/DocumentCenter/View/665/211th-Street-Metra-Station-Implementation-Study-?bidId= The Village of Richton Park has developed a site plan for new development in the area of the Richton Park Metra station that includes a significant amount of new multifamily and commercial development.  The site plan can be found at the following link.https://www.richtonpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/1743/Town-Center-Illustrative-Site-Plan?bidId=In addition, in 2012, the Village of Park Forest adopted the Growing Green: Park Forest Sustainability Plan that includes strategies in the Transportation and Mobility Chapter to “reduce the community’s annual vehicle miles traveled”, “work with Pace to explore improved service and additional transit amenities”, “expand Jolly Trolley service”, and “develop a public marketing campaign to promote transportation alternatives”.  The Sustainability Plan can be found at the following link.http://www.villageofparkforest.com/DocumentCenter/View/653/Park-Forest-Sustainability-Plan?bidId=The Village of Richton Park’s Comprehensive Plan includes a Transportation and Mobility Chapter that advocates for better Pace bus services along the Village’s arterials, creating new “service operations that link together community, commercial, and institutional anchors”, and integrating “Pace’s Transit-Supportive Design Guidelines for the Chicagoland Region into public infrastructure projects and private development approvals”.  The Comprehensive Plan can be found at the following link.http://richtonpark.org/DocumentCenter/View/664/Richton-Park-Comprehensive-Land-Use-PLAN-for-2015?bidId= 
	Project Description: The Villages of Park Forest, Matteson, and Richton Park request support from CMAP and RTA to address the travel/mobility needs of residents in the three communities to access shopping, work, health care, Metra, and other services.  All three communities have developed transit oriented development plans that seek to increase development around the Metra Electric stations and increase transit ridership (see descriptions and links under “Project Location”).  While commuter rail service in the three communities is excellent, access to the Metra stations (211th Street, Matteson, Richton Park) via public transit is limited, and will become even more limited with the proposed discontinuation of Pace Bus Route #362, which accesses the Richton Park Metra station.  Pace Bus access to other locations throughout the three communities is extremely limited.  With the discontinuation of Route #362, residents will only have bus access to DownTown Park Forest, along Lincoln Highway/US30, and to the former Lincoln Mall/Walmart shopping areas (both of which now have very limited shopping opportunities, with the closing of Target, Sam's Club, Walmart, and Carson's).  See the attached map of Pace Bus service in the three communities.  The route highlighted in yellow is Pace Bus Route #362, proposed to be discontinued.The communities as a whole have a significant need for better alternatives to individual vehicles for residents to travel within the communities and to access Metra.  Based on RTAMS data, the 2015 population of the three communities combined was 72,070, with growth projected to 115,254 by 2040.  Approximately 39 percent of the residents of these communities are low/moderate income (HUD), and 15.5 percent are age 65 or older.  These groups represent a significant number of people who are likely to need transit options to access shopping, work, health care and other services.  An ongoing survey conducted in the Village of Park Forest has found that 30 percent of the respondents do not use bus service on a regular basis because there is no service from their home or to their destination, or there are poor connections/ transfers to their destination.  It is imperative that the communities and the RTA work together to meet the needs of the residents with the greatest needs.  The three communities are working together to request a study that includes the following components:• Assessment of the travel/mobility needs of the residents in the three communities to access shopping, services, health care, Metra, etc.  This might be conducted as a survey, focus groups, public meetings, or all of these methods.• Mapping of the vulnerable populations (low income, seniors, etc.) to determine where they live and where they need to go.• Review of transit options available to meet the needs identified in the assessment, including paratransit, van pools, fixed route buses, fixed route vans, dial-a-ride vans, etc.  • Recommendations for how RTA/Pace can assist with meeting these needs, including working with the communities to better promote alternatives to fixed bus routes, and coordinating services to the commuter rail schedules.   • Examination of options for bike share services, and recommendations for how bike share services can be implemented to serve the most residents.• The study would also pay attention to how the recommendations can benefit goals for reducing vehicle miles traveled and thereby reducing GHG emissions.• How to promote the alternative travel options to maximize participation among the residents of the three municipalities.This proposal is directly aligned with both CMAP’s ON TO 2050 regional plan and with RTA’s Invest in Transit Plan.  One of the goals of the RTA’s Invest in Transit Plan is to “deliver value on the RTA’s investment”.  This project will provide the means for more riders to access the Metra Electric Line and use this valuable transit service, and provide more alternatives for riders to use the Pace Suburban Bus service, such as dial-a-ride, para-transit, on-demand services, and vanpools to get to shopping, recreation and work.  This project will also “build on the strengths” already inherent in the RTA’s system by seeking ways to improve transit service to the low/moderate income and older residents in our community, connecting them more fully with the services they need to support their lives.  The end goal of this proposal is to increase ridership, which directly supports the third goal of Invest in Transit – “stay competitive”.Similarly, this proposal supports the principals and goals of ON TO 2050.  A strong local transit system, composed of a variety of travel options, is resilient to changes in environmental and economic conditions.  Providing travel options to residents with the least means of accessing services, work, health care, and shopping ensures that the transit system and our communities are addressing issues of equity.  Finally, this proposal does not propose significant new investments in infrastructure of moving stock.  It simply asks for assistance in directing the existing services to the residents most in need of those services.   If new capital investments are needed, they will most likely be focused on the least costly equipment, such as vans and bicycles.  
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	Preparation of plan: Yes
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